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 On afternoons in the fall, you may hear my voice as I quickly holler commands that 
sound like a foreign language to my teammates on the football field – instructions for the 
impending play.  A final exclamation is bellowed, twenty-two bodies spring into action, and 
chaos ensues.  Other days, my voice takes a more reserved form when I tutor English language 
learners to help them improve their writing skills or manage culture shock.  In addition, you may 
detect my voice as I recite scripture or lead a bible study in prayer, or even hear my voice in song 
as I play the piano.  Looking to the future, however, my voice will most often be heard in the 
classroom, as I pursue a career in language teaching.  I hope my voice will not simply help to 
teach grammar and vocabulary, but also will motivate students, challenge them to think 
critically, hold them accountable, and inspire them to be the best they can be. 
 For many years I took my voice for granted, until one day it was taken from me.  It was 
May 29, 2015, and I had just touched down in San José, Costa Rica – my first experience outside 
the United States.  Overwhelmed by the foreign environment, my heart raced as I waited in line 
among hundreds at an airport security checkpoint.  A wave from the customs agent indicated it 
was my turn to come forward, and it was at that moment that I lost my ability to communicate.  
Uncertain of whether she could speak English and too afraid to test my Spanish, I was reduced to 
saying nothing and simply presented her my passport.  The agent chuckled, examined my 
passport, approved my visa and I was sent on my way, but for those ten seconds I was essentially 
voiceless for the first time in my life.   
 English language learners in the United States experience the feeling of being voiceless 
every day of their lives, which is exactly why I want to pursue a career in teaching English as a 
Second Language.  Being an avid sports fan, I've always cheered for the underdog, and that has 
inspired me to want to teach students facing adversity, and to help them find their voice in a new 
language. 
 Over the past three years, I have volunteered as an ESL tutor at a local elementary school.  
Working with the same student over this span – a Cuban-born immigrant who is now in fifth 
grade – has enabled us to develop a special bond.  Watching him progress from speaking 
exclusively Spanish, to then having the skills and confidence to speak English in front of his 
classmates, was an incredibly rewarding experience.  Learning English helped him to improve as 
a student, but far more importantly it gave him the chance to express himself to his classmates, 
and finally break through into the world around him. 
 I relish the opportunity for cultural mediation, and I will never forget my attempt to 
explain the infield fly rule to my Costa Rican host family as we watched a Spanish broadcast of a 
major league baseball game.  They had very basic knowledge of the game but listened attentively 
as I struggled to find the words needed to describe the rule.  The moment of communication 
made for a memorable experience and brought us closer as we experienced the power of 
language as a cultural bridge.  
 I now realize that although I love visiting new parts of the world and seeing the dazzling 
sites that our planet has to offer, it is the people I connect with when traveling and the memories 
that we share together that make a lasting impact on my life. Through an English Teaching 
Assistantship in Uruguay, I will discover the beauty of the country and have the opportunity to 
explore a new culture, while bettering myself as an educator, tutor, translator, and speaker of 
Spanish. More than this, however, I want to empower students by teaching them a second 
language and inspire them to use their own voices to change the world. 


