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 Since I was young, I have wanted to do two main things: travel the world, and teach. The 
opportunity to help others led me to teaching, and the challenge of preparing minds for 
successful lives is a constant motivator for me.  In December 2016, I will graduate from the 
Honors Program at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire with a Spanish Education major, a 
TESOL minor, and a TEFL certificate. Through an English Teaching Assistantship in Uruguay, I 
will use my passion and education to grow as a teacher of English and help Uruguayan students 
by helping them develop their English skills and their knowledge of US culture.   
 The ETA in Uruguay involves teaching English in a variety of educational settings to 
students of many different ages.  As an ESL tutor, I have worked for several years with Latino 
students at both the elementary and high school levels. For the past three semesters, I have also 
worked for the UW-Eau Claire's Intensive English Program as a tutor for international students.  
During my summer of study abroad in Costa Rica, I was able to assistant-teach English classes at 
a local elementary school.  These experiences have prepared me well for the variety of 
educational settings included in the English Teaching Assistantship program in Uruguay, where I 
will continue to improve as a language teacher.   
 The chance to immerse myself in the vibrant city of Montevideo as well as in a rural 
setting will enable me to learn from the culture and society of the various regions of Uruguay. 
Researching forms of education in the provincial and urban areas of Peru this coming summer 
will provide me with background experience in diverse educational settings, expose me to the 
variety I may expect in Uruguay, and allow me to keep learning ways to enhance international 
communication and understanding.  
 By living in Uruguay for eight months, my Spanish proficiency will continue to improve, 
which in turn will improve my ability and credibility as a teacher and translator in the United 
States. In Costa Rica this summer, I learned that total immersion in a Spanish-speaking 
environment is invaluable to success as a language learner. Upon returning to the United States, I 
completed the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview and Writing Proficiency Test and received 
scores of Advanced Low for each examination. The experience in Costa Rica and upcoming 
research in Peru will prepare me well for the ETA experience, and through immersion in 
Uruguay, I will continue to hone my skills and work toward near-native fluency.  In addition, I 
will gather cultural knowledge and experience that will inform my teaching in the United States.  
 Outside of the educational setting, I will help youth through an after-school sports 
program that provides kids with a safe place to spend time with peers playing American football. 
Having been involved with athletics my entire life, including four years as a college quarterback, 
I know that sports can positively impact lives, teach the importance of hard work, build 
community, and create fun.  With just a few footballs and part of a field, I will demonstrate that 
in American football there is a position on the field for everyone, no matter their size or 
background. My own football team features athletes who grew up in the heart of Chicago, as 
well as on Wisconsin dairy farms, and as a team captain I work to unify the team to achieve a 
common goal.  The diversity present on a sports team reflects the diversity present in our world, 
and if teammates can work together to win games, then they can live and work together as 
successful citizens, a conviction that I will explore with my Uruguayan students. 
 Competence in a second language is a powerful tool, and as a Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistant I will help my students learn to wield this power while gaining valuable experience as 
an ESL teacher and serving as an intermediary between two cultures. 


